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OPERATI<JfS OF THE 820'1'H TANK DESTROYER BA'l'TALI<Jf IN A 
RB'l'ROGI!ADE llOVllmliT, DVIUNG THE Cl!!!RMAN COUNmll.OFFPNSIVE 

IN '!'BE ARDENNES - ALSACE c.&llPAIGB 
14 - 25 DECEMBER 1944. 

(Personal kperience or a Battalion Supply Ortioer) 

DTTRODUCTI<Jf 

This monograph is a description ot the operations am supply 

i'lmctions of' the 820th 'rank Destroyer Battalion ('1'0118Cl), attached 
. -

to the l06th Intaatry Division, United States A."nq, dUl"ing the 

first ten days ot the German couzrterottensive in the Ardel)DBs -. -

Alsa.oe CamPaigD., 14 Deo811lber, 1944 to 25 December, 1944. 

'l'o properly orient the reader aa to the seotor in wbiob this 

operation oooUl"red, it will be necessary to describe in brief' the 

general situation, positions am frontages held by the major com-

maada in the European Theater ot Operations aa ot 14 De0811lber, 1944. 

By 14 December, 1944 the Allied Armies in the EUl"opean Theater 
- . 

had advanced to the general line 1 lUjmegen, Hollam Aachen, Ge~. 

along the Belgian - LuxembOUl"g border to Saarbl;ucken, thence along 

the French- German border to the Rhi.De, then southeaat to Strae

bOUl"g, Colmar, am the Swisa border. {See J1ep A) This tront was 

held by the following Allied Armies trom north to southr The 

Canadian Firat, British SeoOJJd, Ninth u.s., Third u.s., Seventh u.s., 

and the French First. (See J1ep A) 

GEITEBAL S I'l'UATICil 

'the First u.s. A.rJq at this time held one hundred titty miles 

ot the tour hundred f'itty mile tront. (1) (Sse ll8p A) The length 

ot the First Arm;{ Front was the result or General Eisenhower's de-

(1) ~1, P• 75. 
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cision to concentrate bis limited Allied Forces in those area.e most 

vulnerable to the German toross. To accomplish tbis, General B:l.sen-

honr, in September 1944, extll!lded the First Jar-tq bOUDiiary to the 

north. Tbis decision torosd General Hodges, Commanding the First 

Jar-tq, to extend still more his alread7 extended di'risions. This be 

did b7 extending ths trontage ot ths divisions in the Ardemles 

Sector. (2) Tbia action b7 General Hodges permitted the heaviest 

concentrations ot au.its ot hia commaml to be located in the north., 

or, the sector in which the heaviest fighting waa then occurring. (3) 

The First Jar-tq waa composed ot tbree CO!Ps, trom north to 
· . . . Nl#" ~- . . 

south th87 were 1 The VII, V, and VIII. Ths Ardennes Sector, a 

sector ab. out 80 miles long, waa included in ths VIII Corps, under I'J \ 

. L~~~ 
oomm•nd ot Jlajor General 1'1"07 H. Jfiddleton. The VIII Corps 1IU 

composed ot the l06th Division with 14th Caval:r7 Group attached, 

the 28th Division, 4th Division, and the 9th Armored Division in 

reaervs with Combat CamaJld B in the line. (4) The aeetor hsld 

b7 General 14iddleton1s VIII Corps waa considered an unlikel7 sector 

ill which ths German lar'tq could or would attack, it aay attack at all 

could be ~ected. Therefore, divisions were brought into this sector 

tor rest and recuperation sizloe it was a relativsl7 8 quiet11 ssotor. 

Ths VIII Corps mission at tbia time waa to dstsnd in place. (5) 

This miasicm permitted battle 'llle&rJ' divisiona in ths First lar'tq to 

rest and retit. 

The northern sector ot the VIII Corps line was a.esigud to the 

14th Caval:r7 Group, then attached to the 106tb Division, and to the 

l06th Division, with 82oth TN1lc Dsstroyar Bsttalicm attached. (Ses 
'\) 

Kap 'E) Since beth ths lOath Division and the 82oth TN1k Destroyer 

(2) (3) ~1, P• 76J (4) ~2, P• 97J (5) ~1, P• 75. 
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Battalion were newly arrived in the 1:11eater, it waa deemed advisable 

to place them in 'the "relatively quie't" seator to gain 'their f'irn 

battle e:rperienoe. ( 6) 

In order to learn hall' the 82oth TMk Destroyer Battalion wu 

plaoed in tile li.De, it is Deeefllary to go baok about ten days to 4 

December, 1944. On 4 December, 1944, the 82oth TMk Destroyer waa 
. . 

bivouaced. in a amall tOWil Dear Kaastricht, Rollam am had been 

attached to the Ninth A:nti:f· On 7 December, orders were received 

transferring the 82oth to the First A:nti:f, am tur1:her attaching the 

82oth 'to the 1061:h Division, tllen preparing 'to relieve the 2d 

Division in the vicinity of St. Vitb, Belgi-. (7) 

On 8 December, the Battalion Comnander, s-1, S-3, am Comp~ 

Comm"Dd\U's plus other selected 00111p~ perscmnel lett Holllllld tor 

St. Vith to contaot the 106th Division am tile 6l2th TMk Destroyer 

Battalion (Towed). The 612th Tallk Destroyer Battalion 111111 the bai)

talion wbich the 82oth was to relieve. (8) Orders were tor the re-

I : mainder ot the battalion to proceed to Crombaoh, Belg1Ulll1 about 5 
' .c ,- · miles trCIII St. Vith, on 9 December UD.der CQI!IImd of the Battalion 

Executive officer. The 82oth lett Rolllllld 9 Dec8lllber tor Croabaoh, 

Belgi-, arriving there 10 December. Attar arriving in CrCIIIbach, 

orders trOlll tile 106th Division, were tor the 82oth to have completed 

relieving the 612th T&Zik Destroyer Battalion by 0600 hours 12 December, 

and to aocomplish this relief during the hours of darkness only. These 

orders also pr .. cribed the m!tl!J!er of relief such as: gun positi011B 

were not to be cb.am.ged, platoon position tor platoon position, strict 

radio silence, cop~end posts were to occupy the same buildings as 

had been used by the 612th Units. lilc deviation trOlll this order was 

to be permitted. (9) Th1111 restriction wu later to prove costly tor 

(6) A-1, P• 771 (7} (8) Personal knOII'ledge; (9) Statement of 
Lt. Col. J.F de v. Patrick, CO azoth TMk Destroyer Bn. ~ 
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the 820th Taak Destroyer Battalion. 

TilE BA.TTALICii SITOATICii 

The relief ot the 612th Taak Destroyer Battalion by the 82oth 

waa accomplished sucoesstul.ly within ths time limit 0600 hours 12 

December (See llap E) although mow, ice Gld cold ,..ather made it 

ucessary to winch~ oi' the towed guns illto position. On 12 De~ 

'ber COlllpaz17 A waa attached to the 14th cavalry Group u a part .oi' a 

small task farce •. The 14th cavalry Group waa ths most nortbern.uDit 

ot the VIII Corpa. Although attached to the 14th Cavalry Group, 

Compmy A continued to dra all supplies tram the S-4 oi' thll 82oth. 

Company B ot the 82oth waa il'l position ill ths vicinity oi' 

Kobscheid, Germluly. Campaey C, 82oth, was ill positions uar meialt', 

Ge~. The c0111111.8D.d post ot the 82oth was located il'l Eimerschsid, 

Belgium. (See Jlap E) The battalion was deployed over a i'rcmtage 

oi' about eight miles. Fram Laa&erath on the BGl"th tl&zlk to meialt, 

on the south tliiDk. (10) In all tour locations, the three compamea, 

Gld the ca-end post, Gld rear echelon, there 11'&11 only ou good 

route oi' entry end withdran.l. tram each position due to the IIDGW 

end ice end generally impassable conditions ot the smaller road 118t. 

(11) !his one good route ot 1lli thdrll'll'al. was parallel to the trcmt 

Gld net directly to the rear • 

Duril'lg the following two days, 13 - 14 December, the battalion 

was brought up to its authorized allowance on all classes oi' aupply 

with the exception ot :one 3" towed gun tor B Compaz17, end Cla .. V 

Supply. It had DOt been possible tor the 8-4 to obts.ill the basic 

load oi' 37-. _.,..ition. (12) AlBo during the period 13 - 14 

(10) (11) (12) Personal knowledge. 
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Deoember, the 820th B-4 contacted the G-4, l06th Division relati've 

to obtaining auppl7 8Zid oCIIIIIIUDioatiOlSB equipment traa or tbrough the 

l06th Divilion. the 820th 8•4 waa inf'on~~~d that no aupply 'II'OUl.d be 

drun tbrough the l06th Division, 8Zid that all aupply tor_ the 820th 

would be drun directly traa Corpa or Jnq by the 820th S-4. With 

the 8•4 ot thB 820th at thia time waa the Coamm1 oatiOlSB ottioer ot 

the 820th who waa atteaptiDg to secure a.n s.o.I. tor use by the 820th, 

8Zid to have radio trequenoiel asaipd to thB 820th. !rhe Comanm1oation 

Officer waa unable to get a.n s.o.I., nor were radio 1'reqUt111.0ies aver 

aadgned prior to 17 December, 1944. (13) 

From thB date ot the relief oi' the 6l2th Tank Destroyer Bat

talion by the 820th, the Battalion Camm.IIDder 8Zid Comp~ Coa emers 

ot the 820th had been trying to have the Division order, restrict

ing gun poaitiOlSB to the •- positi011.s aa were previ01111ly held by 

the 612th Tank Destroyer, modified or rescinded. Thia wa11 not per-

mitted until the morning ot 16 December, at which time Comp~ Com-

liiiUUiera could start moving gun positions. Had this permiaai011. been 

received sooner, it 'II'OUl.d have enabled guna ci' the 820th to be placed 

in better tiring poaitione a.nd obtain greater tielda ot tire. (14) 

The reaaon given tor not allcnring ll1J' moftiiiSUt of gun politiou wall 

to insure the aeore07 et relief aa long aa posaible. At the olo1e 

ot day 011. 14 December the 820th Tank Deatroyer BattaliOll 'II'U deployed 

on a.n eight mile tront. At tull 1trength in men, 8Zid up to authorised 

allowa:a.ces in all oluse1 ot suppl7 with the exception oi' one 3" gun 

8Zid a shortage of 37 mm ammnition tor the Reoonnai••uoe Platoon 

attached to the 14th Cavalry Gr-oup • The battalion waa not in poaaea• 

1i011. of azJ. s.o.I. or radio i'requenoiea on which to operate. (15) 

(13) P&rsonal lmowledge; (14) Statemant- ot Lt. Col. J. P' de v. 
Patrick, Bn. CO; (16) Personal lmowledge. 
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This was later to have a disastrous effect on the ccatrol 8Zid a~ply' 

ot the combat ellllll8llts 8Zid the rear echelon of the battalion. 

On the 15th of December, the Battalion 8-4 contacted VIII Cqrps 
. . Jj;,.4! (( c"tf'' 

ordnaDce at BastogDS, Belgium hopillg to obtaill the one 311 gun short, 
v 

8Zid to try to obtaill the 37 l'lllll 111111111.11lition abort ill the Recoanais111zr.ce 

Platoon. Neither of theae were received. Upcm return to the Bat

talion Command Po1t, the S-4 was Wormed tblrt the -ftion allOII'" 

ance tor the 311 guna was to be 6 r0U11411 per gun per day 8Zid · that the 

S-4 would keep an accurate record of each rOWIId tired. 'fhis order 

was the result of a shortage at the tront ot oertaill types of -

munition prior to 15 December. The 311 amunn1tion was ill this category. 

Durillg the day of the 15th, . the 82oth tired only the number of rcuads 

per gun as had beaD ordered. Also this 6 rOUDda per day was the 

•- amount as had been fired by' the 612th T831k Destroyer Battalion. 

'fhia alae was done to lead the enemy illto belierlng there had bean 

no change of troops ill the liDe. In return the battalion had received 

the usual daily 1111101mt of Ger~~~~m .Artillery, 8 - 10 rOUDda per day. 

'flleae rOUDda were never bite, but were always over or aliort and wre . . 

generally tired three tDea daily, at 06001 1200, and 1800 houra. (16) 

At a battalion atatt meeting, after the return of the s-4 trom VIII 

Corps, it developed that all three ooapaay cOUPII7!dera wre concarud 

over not beillg p8l'lllitted to ch.1171ge the gun positiona of any of the 

guns ot their respective coap1171iea. During the past three days the 

813e111Y artillery had always tired shorts and overs on tlutir pod tiona •. 

They thought it strll7!ge that no rOUDds had fallen on ll7!iY gun position. 

It was decided by' the Battalion that COIIIIIII.Ddor• would again try to 

gat pel'lllialion trcmr. Divilion to change the location and field• of fire 

of lllOst guns of the battalion. The S-4 was illstructed to go to Spa, 

(16) Statements ot Cspts J.J.L1171.a, J. Fnler & S.JL Nash, Co COte, 
820th Tll7!k Destroyer Ba. · 
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the Jrlsv Class II & IV Depot, on the 'morning of 16 December and drear 

clothing and aoceS~oriea more suitable for winter use, auch as over-

ahcea, lined mittens, heavy aocka, eto. Gun oren had been having 

a difficult time in remaining at their gun poaitiOnB trying to oper

ate thair guns and keep thair feet and hands w&nl at the s- tiM. 

Tllere were no further orders from Division at thia tiM, 2000 hour• 

15 December. So tar as is kncnm no minion, except to relieve the 

6l2th TBDk Destroyer Battalion was ever given tha 82oth TBDk Destroy

er Battalion. It i.a intereBtillg and conjectural to note that tha 

sector in which the 820th was located was partially in GeZ'11111Z13' Nl4 

Belgium and that moat ot tha young men ot thia area were serving 

in the_ Germm Jrlsv. Several families in whose homea lmits of the 

820th were quartered having as ~ aa five BOlli in the Germm Anq. 

During tha 14th Nl4 15th of December tha populace appeared to be 

quite nervous and ill at ease. They would go to tha top floor of 

their homea and look out continually. ~ getting up at night to 

do tha aaae thing. Tlle1e actiOnB were noted aDd CCDB~llted upon, 

but no eapecial significance was attached to tb.em \Dltil several da,.. 

later. 

At 0530 hours • 16 December • the OO!D!INid post was alerted by 

heavy eDeJ!I1 artillery tire. This was not usual as all pre'ri.OU8 

artillery tire had begun at 0600 hours Nld was over in a fCJW minutes. 

This present firing was oOnBtant. Tha S-4 contacted the Battalion 

Cmmn•nd Post to learn llhat the tiring might mean Nld if it would 

change his plan to go to Spa for supplies. l!it was Wormed that llO 

messages had been received and to go to Spa aa plazmed. At 0100 

hours the s-4 lett tha rear eohalon tor Spa with a driver and the 

Battalion Supply Sergeant. At this time the roads were clear of 
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tra.i'i'ic and bad not been shelled. No incidents, or :l'Urther iDformation 

was experienced, or learned by the 8-4 on the -y to Spa. Upon 

arriving at the Clasa II a: IV Depot the s-4 drsw all the supplies 

desired, and waa iDformed prior to hie departure tor the battalion 

that "Something Big" was going on at the trent, but no details were 

giY&n. On the return of the 8-4 to the Battalion ('>(I!D!III!nd Poet at 

Ei.mel'aebeid, be found most of the orcas roads between st. Vith aDd. 

Ei.mel'soheid bad been shelled heavily • 

.A.f'ter oheoldl:lg in at Battalion Headquarters, the S-4 was gi't'EIIl 

the situation in 110 tar as it was possible to do so. The S-2 did 
" ' 

not kl:lOir the exact situation at this time, 1530 hours, due to no 

radio contact or wire contact wi~ l06th Division or with lillY' of 

the tbrea oOJiilanies, or 14th cavalry Group. A liaison officer from 

the 82oth who bad been at Di'riBion Headquarters, brought word that 

the 82oth rear echelon bad been ordered to mcmt to a small town near 

st. Vith, Orombaoh, by not later than 1730 hours. The battalion was 

not ready to moYe at this time • 1530 hours. !here was about 1200 

gallons of gasoline in i'i'f'EI gallon drUIIIB stacked Oil the gl'oundo !his 

gas could not be loaded as there ware not enough truoks available to 

carry it. The S-4 bad all trucks filled aDd. extra cans of gaa put 

on each vehicle. The rema:tn1ng gas, about 1000 gallODB 'IIIIS poured 

out on the ground. One days rations tor tbe battalion were also 

ab&Ddoned whea the rear echelon le~ Eimersoheid.( ~ J 
The rear echelon left Eimersoheid tor Crombach at 1700 hours. 

Due to the previoua heavy shelling by German artillery the roads if! 
- If ~_.yY 

between Ei.mel'aoheid aad St. Vith were full of shell boles,~~ slow-

ing down the movement or the column considerably. Trattic on tbia 

route was beavy since it 'IIIIS the main route of entry Cld. withdrawal. 
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Betwwn Bimeracheid IUld st. Vith the rear echelon of the 82oth met 

lmita of the 422d ID:l'antry IIIO'Ving toward the north. It 'WilS necessary 

to remain halted on the road tmtil the lmits of the 422d Intantry had 

cleared the road. The 82oth rear echelon closed in Cr(lllibaoh at 2100 

hour a • covering 23 miles in four hours IUld parallel to the f'ronto 

All supplies drawn in Spa by the S-4 that day were then broken down 

and distributed to the representative• ot all oampanies who were with 

the rear echelon at tbat time. 

The writer believes that !or the sake ot clarity it would be 

better to treat the Rear Echelon Situation IUld tbat of the combat 

elements separately f'rom this point onJ since the rear echelon did 

not bave contact with ezq of the combat elements again tor six days. 

The S-4 being the aenicr cftielr in the rear echelon was inetructed 

to move the rear echelon the next day. 17 December. to the vicizaity 

ot Houf'falize. Belgiua. This was the last order t'rGII!l the Camending 

Officer of the 82oth that was received during the following 5 days. 

The situation confronting the combat elements will be covered later. 

At 0400 hours • 17 December • the rear echelon of tile 82oth was 

on the road to Houf'!alhe. Thia distance. about 28 miles. was covered 

in about 9 hours. again being alond down IUld halted !or long periodl 

of time because of heavy' trattic and narrow reads. file rear echelon 

arrived at an old chateau about ons mile trom Hoattaliz;e at 1300 

hours. 17 December. Since the 8•4 had no radio ooat;aot with the 

battalion. he contacted lmits of the u.s. Hilitary Gover!llllent tben 

in Houf'talize to try to learn the situation. No ou in Houf'!~ize 

at that time aeemed to be ~~~rare of cactly what was happening. 

Rumors -re conaiderable. IUld muoh activity by Hilitary ~ 

Units in preparation !or IIIO'Ving out of Houf'falbe had begun. lfe 
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actual movemeD.t had y.t begun, sines no orders from battalioa had 

been received either by" radio or messenger, and since no UDits of 

the llilitary Govermrent had moved out ot Houtfalize,_ the S-4 decided 

to remain in the present locatioa, one mile trom Houttalize, until 

the following day, 18 Decembar, in hopes of receiving defin1te orders 

trom battalion. 'l'he 8-4 also decided to r81118.in in this area because 

he had been ordered to the Houttalise area by" his last orders and 

no following looatioaa had been g1Tel1 atter the rear echelon reaehed 

Houtfalize. 'l'he officers and lll8ll of the rear echelon were int'ormed 

of tl!le situation so tar as ~t was lal<ml. Local security was estab

lished for the rear echelon. 'l'he amount of supplies and ratioaa were 

determined. At 1700 hours, one ration for each COJDP~ of the bat

talion was on ha.nd a.nd also one basic load of amnnmition 11'&8 being 

carried in the battalion train. Since rations had not been drawn, 

or delivered, on the 16th or 17th o:f December • nor ~ contact lll$de 

with battalion, the S-4 1ent out a li&isoa party with rati0118 to tr7 

to contact Battalion Headquarters and to receive order•, but due to 

the conf'usion arotmd st. Vith, and not laiow1ng the location of the 

oonnand postJ the liaison party was U1111uooesstul a.nd returned to the 

location o:f the rear echel011 during the night 17 - 18 Deo811lber. 

Oil 18 December the 8•4 again contacted Kilitary Go'ftzwt ll'nita 

in Houttalize and learued that the aituati011 aa it concerued ovr tront 

had deteriorated considerably. 'l'he 8•4 was advised to move further 

to the rear. Still no actual int'ormation as to location, 8II8IIIY 

strength, or direction o:f attack 11&8 kn01111. to the S-4 at this tia. 

He therefore decided to proceed tCIII8rd La. Roche, Belgium the same 

day rather than. remain in the present location. This decision 11'&8 

reached atter considering the total lack o:f int'ormation or contact 

12 



with battalion• and also baciW.IIe Military Gonnllll9nt Units had ncnr 

begua to withdr- trom Houtfalize. 'l'he 8-4 then directed one officer 

and one enlisted IIIIID to remain in the preaent bivouac area to act 

aa guides • should ~ trCIIIl battalion tr1 to contact the rear 

echelon. '1'he rear echelon was on the road to La Roche b3' 0900 hours 

18 December • ~pra:s.J:Jaately three miles . trCIIIl La Roche the rear echelon 

was hal ted b3' uni ta of all description. Artillery • Quartermaster • 

and single vehicles also haJ.ted tryillf; to proceed in the aame direct

ion. During the :aext s:l.l:: hours the rear echelon was ODJ.y able to 

1110'1'8 2 l/8th miles. '1'he reason was not apparent 'lllltil La Roche was 

in sight. A aarrow. one wa-r. and down hill road led into La Roche 

and this road carried all the traf'fico Just 1111. the edge of La Roche 

was u engiuer bridge over the Ourthe River. 'l'hia was also a one 

way bridge. Across em the south Bide of' the river wero element& of 

the 7th Armored Division attempting to cross the bridge and proceed 

tOIIIII:"d st. Vi/ While the col\111111 of vehiolea of' which the 82oth 

rear echelon was a part. was trying to croaa the bridge in the 

eppoaite direction. Since the ool\111111 of vehiolea proceeding toward 

La Roclie could nct tarn around• or clear tha road• it was Deoe .. sry 

fer the element• of' the 7th Armored Division to pull back and allow 

the south bound ooluan to clear before the el-nts ot the 7th 

Armored could proceed toward st. Vith. At thia ·time. about 1630 

hours. 18 December. La Roche was occupied b3' the 7th Armored Division 

'l'ra.in. (17) A billeting party had been detailed a.t Houtt'aliza to 

locate a bivouac area. in or Dear La Roche. 'l'hia billeting party was 

contacted as the azoth rear echelon oroaaed the Ourthe River at La 

Roche. '1'he location of' the bivouac decided upon was Randeuz:. a. 

11111all hallllet a. bout .1'1 ve mile• "Rit of La Roche and between La Roche 

(17) Personal knowiedge. 
13 



and Jlarche, Belgium. Battalion rear cloaed in ReDdeux about 1830 

houra, covering the 28 miles troa Houi'talize in 9J- hours. The Train 

COIIIIWlder of the 7th .Armered Division was contaoted at this time by 

the 82oth 8-4, and given the situation as it concerned the rear echelon 

of the 82oth. The 7th Armored Division Train Comauder decided to 

uae the rear eohelcm ot the 82oth as a part ot hia train. '!bia de

obion lasted only about two hours, at whick time the rear echelon 

ot the 82otk was released. (18) Still witkout ordera ud no ndio 

ogrmnmioation with azq llllit. 

About 2100 hours, a meaaenger trCIIII Battalion Headquarter& 

arrived at the bivouac area having contaoted the two guidea lett at 

Houi'talise and La .lloche. The inatruotiona brought by the l!IEIS8enger 

are tor the s-4 to outfit as large a group aa poaaible with t tou 

truoka • machine guns a:nd other 1111al.l arma wbioh are to be uaed Jwr" 

aa a. Reoom:J.Idaauce Uuit by BattaJ.ion. The reason tor this request 

was that the original Racom:JAiaaiiD.Oe Pla.toon ot the Battalion Dad 

been lost in the lut days fighting. 

A. total ot eleven :f ton truoka are made ready, plu thirteea 

maohine guns, .so caliber, end one .60 oa.liber. Ritlea are re-

assigned to those mea whose 1118apon was a piatol or sub-maohine gun 

Jl-3 and who are going out on this reccmnaiaauoe party. Approximately 

30 lll8ll and aapona are aent to the Battalion CODIIII&13d Post with the 

l!IEiaaenger. Loaded on the t ton truoka nre as many ratioua aa could 

be aately carried. There 119re no further orders or instruotiona 

received during the night ot 18 December neither to rema.in at thia 

location or to witbdrD further to the rear, or to move toward st. Vitb. 

During tbe m.or:ning ot 19 December, the COJIII'anding Officer ot the 

14th Cavalry Group appeared at the rear echelon area ot the 820tb. in 

(18) Peracmal. lalOII'ledge. 
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Rel:ldeux. Ilia intention was to use the remai:ader ot the azoth rear 

echelon u en intently UDito This plen was not feasible nor possible 
. -

since al.l available wap0ll8, except a t8vt aubomaohi.De gu:aa, ll-3 bad 
- -

been sent to St. Vith the preoeeding night. !he C&val.ry Group_ c

l!!Ander no longer had any organized troepa to oomand, as :IIOBt ot 

them bad been knocked out of_ action, aDd/or killed or captured iD _ 

the past three days .t'igb:tingo !hat was the reasoa tor the Cavalry 

Group Commander trying to organize a small terce. (19) !he s-4 ot 

the 82oth oOJl].d not convinoe the Group Comm•mer that there wre 

uither the -· nor the napOllll available to outfit the group be 

desired nor could the s-4 lllllke it clear that be was at1:8JI\'ting to 

mailltain the rear echeloa as a UDit capable of providing euppl;y aDd 

asdetaace to ita combat el.-:a:ta. The Battalioa Surgeoa, attar a 

coaterence with the 8-4, was ot the opinion that the Caval.ry Group 

Co-nander was a battle fatigue case. 'fo calm the Group Commander, 
. 

the Battalion SUI"geon gave him a oup of co.t'tee. Shortly tbereattar 

the Group CODIJII!nder was evacuated to a boapitalo (20) 

The 8-4 arrived at the conclusion at this point, that notbillg 

was to be gairled by r-'ning in each location in hope ot recei'ri.D.g 

orders or intormatioa. .A.'ttell\'ta by the s-4 to locate the Battalioa 

Command Post bad failed. The aituatioa, as tar as the rear echelCll 

was oCllOei'Ded, was critical aDd contused. No intormatiCll of the 

8ll8li\Y bad been received. The Class I Suppl;y Point at GcNvy bad been 

closed aDd ratiOllll are practically non-existent as nona bad been 

dr111m tor three days. After CCllBidari:ag all factors the 8-4 decided 

to go to First .Ar!q tor inatructions as to 1lbat was desired to be 

dODe with the rear echelon ot the battaliCll, numbering at this tim 

(19) (20) Peraoaal lalcnrledga. 
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about 250 1118llo (About a platoon ot lll8ll trCD the oam.be.t el~ta had 

now arrived without gans, or weapODS. Their 3" gans bad been ~ 

strayed earlier as they were unable to get the gUJIB out of position.) 

Before leaving tor First J.rtq, the S-4 ga'99 iDstruotion to the Head

quarters CODDDIWd8ll:t to m.ove the rear echelon the tolllllling day 20 
. . 

December, or sooner it necessary, to Jlarohe, Belgium 83ld then turn 

north tQIIVd Liege. The Headquarters c-meztt; was oriented &I to 

what road was to be taken north tram Jlarche to Liege. At about 1000 . . . 

hours, 19 Deoeaber, the 8-4 83ld dri'99r lett tor Ft:st Arusf• Since 

the location ot J.rJq was not tben known to the s-4, it was necessary to 

go to Iiamur • Belgi'lllll be tore the location ot J.rJq was learned. In 

llamur the S•4 was told that J.rJq waa then located in Cha.ud Fontaine, 

Belgilllllo The S-4 arri'99d in Chaud Fontaine about 0900 hours 20 

December. 

Attar reporting to the G-1 Section ot J.rsq, thl S-4 was taken 

imediataly to tha .6:rJq Artillery Officer who controlled all T8Zilc 

Destroyer Units in J.rrq. fte information given the .6:rJq Artillery 

Officer was aa tollOWll 1 ot the 36 Tllllk Destroyer guns ot the bat- cc~ 
ta.iion thare were 9 lett. One ooq~~, C Camp~ had been captured 

except tor one section with the raar echelon. One platoon ot B Company 

bad been captured plus SOIII8 lll8ll tram aaoh ot the remaining platoons. 

fha 8-4's estimate oi' caaualtiea, tram all information he had baa 

abla to piece together tram 1118D who had joined tha rear aohelon 83ld 

the ~~~eaaenger tra battalion, was about 260 - 300 lll8llo The location 

ot the rear echelon was made known to the artillery ottioer, as -11 

as the atreugth of the rear echelon. The lack ot radio oa-mm:J cation 

8Dd orders bai;ween rear echelon 8Dd Battalion ('-and Post was pointed 

out. Following a oonterenoe between the Arrq Artillery ottioer 8Dd 

16 



-\ 

' ,t . 
,>J.~ 
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the G-3 of J.r:q, the 8-4 of t'be 820th was given orders to return to 

the rear echelon of the 820th am!. tab! it to Ea:aeux:, Belgitllll• with 

i'llrtbor orders to report to First Arm;( upon arriTBl in Bs:aeux: with 

the rear echelon. 'rbe rear ec'belon was to be placed on Line ot Com-

llllmication duty for First J.r:q, guarding bridges, roads, etc., am!. 

that as eoon as the situation permitted the rEIIIII!'i.Dder ot the .battalion 

would be witbdran for the s- purpose, to guard bridges trom Huf 

to Liege along the Ourtbo River. 

Following receipt ot these orders the s-4 retarned to Marobe 

along i:'be route prescribed for the rear echelon to folln tcnrard 

Liege. !be S-4 met the rear echelon. about 10 miles north of Marcbo, 

aDd at this poizrt tbe Battalion 8-3 joi:aed the rear eo'belon. !be 

s-s was given the orders which the s-4 had received trom .ll:riq. Since 

it was then about: 1900 hours, the s-s decided to have the rear echelon 

bivouac in the tirst available location, am!. to send out: a billeting 

party to Ea:aeux: so as 'to be read.7 the tollEIII'ing day to quarter the 

rear echelon and the r81111Wlts ot C C~!W;Y" which had ZIEIII' joiDed the 

oolUIIIIl. The bivouac selected was about half way be'bnten J4arc'be IUid 

IJ.ege.)XDuring the night of 20- 21 December~ the 8-4 was given the 

eni:ire Bituation as it concerned the 820th 1'8Zik Destr113'W Battalion / . . -
N:J.d the l06th Division. 'rbe s-4 was told that on the proceeding dq, 

) 19 December, the Euoutive Otficer ot the Battalion had been i:aebriated, 
\ .... · . 
~~~ 
• ~ IUid while in that condition bad taken a Rocket La1moher IWd. tired 

l;; 
I " 

; several rounds at the Battalion Comm•nd Post, a brick ~e. hitting 

\t' 
-V it trice. rus action oaw~ed &01118 additional contusion in the area 

~ 833d destroyed a lhlitchboard, phones, and wire li:aes. · Although no o:ae 

"\ waa injured, it shook up the oooupa:rrts considerably. The Eucut:ive 
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Officer had been drinldng steadily since joiniz!e the battaliOZI.o (21) 

The inf'ormation received from the s-z was the first actual in-

formation the s-4 had received in the last tin days oOZI.Oerning the 

82oth. This situation was unavoidable 011 the part ot the 8-4, due 

to the lack of radio commnnication, end the fact that repeated 

attempts to saud meaaangers from the rear eohelm to the batta11m 

commend post bad failed. 

'.rha rear echelon cleared ita bivouac area tor BIIDeu:x at 0600 

an •!!ll!amed village about 1,000 yards southaaat of Bertare.th. The 

remaining section of the 1st Platoon occupied Rotll IIZid was attached 

(21) Personal knO'II'ledga; Statement of llajor w.c. Adlllllil, Bn. s.;.:;. 
82oth i'liDk: Destroyer. BnoJ (22) A.-20 P• lllJ(23) J.-2, P• 113. 
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to Troop A, lath Oaval.ry SquadrOL the 2d Platoon occupied. X.Uerath, 

also in this immediate area was the Beconna.:l.,..a:nce Platoa of the 'be:b-

taliOL i'he frontage over which 00111pany A was deployed was about 21-
miles. (See Jlap Jil) 

OCIIIIp&ny B (!omma»d Post wu located in Iobacheid. The 1st Plato& 

occupied poaitiODS on the Sclmee tifel, J~Crtheut o£ Xobache:l.4; the 2d 

Platoon occupied positions em the Scbrlee tifel, J~Crtb.saat of Scb.la.uaeJ~~oo 

bachJ the 3d Platoon oc011pied the general area of ll'ascheid. (See !lap E) 

The tronta.ge held by this company was &bout 2 miles. 

0CIIIIp&zey C CO!JIJ!apd Post was loc&ted in Bleialf, u WliB the 1st 

Pla.toemJ the 2d Pla.toem occupied Jluchet while the 3d Platoon oocupied 

O'berl&acheid. o Oompazey' s front WliB approximately 2 miles too. (See 

Jlap B) 

'l'hs poait:l.cms held by Comp&m.es B IIZid 0 were at the top of the 

Sobue titel., a long wooded ridge, rmm1ng geD8rallynortheut to 

southnat ap,d generally parallel to the front. 

At 0680 hours, 16 December, all three compa:a.iea began recei'ril:lg 

hsavy artillery fire. This fire was directly em the II!Ajority of 

platoon positions, 'IDilike the artillery fire of the prev:I.Ollll three 

days whioh had been .ver aud short. (24) S:I.Dce JIOD8 of the cempa.ny 

C'W!IIZlders or the battaliem c(,'IIIIIIID!er bed 'be8ll perm:l. tted to move 

any gun positions, and since moat of the guns had been wiJlohiid. into 

poaitiem originally, it WliB practically impossible to get them. out 

or this heavy fire. Dm'ing the first two hours o£ the attack all 
. ' . ' 

oOIIIIImlication wires were deatroyK betne the 99th Di'riaiem on the 

J!Orth fleak aud the 14th Oaval.ry Gl"oup. (26) '1'he eD8JIIf' W&a ~ 

(24) Stat-nt of Jlajor W.O. Adame, &oo3, 82otb. 'l'IZ!k Destroy81' Bll.oJ 
(26) Stat-nt ot O&pt. S.B:. Nash, 00, COJII)&zey A, 82oth '1'D Bno 
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trating the tront between the 99th Divisiou aud the 14th Claval.ry 

Group. The 1st aud 3d Platoons of A CcmpNJiY 'ftre DOW receiving 

heavy infantry attacks in conjunctiem with fire from self propelled 

guna~ and mortars. (26) The aeotiem with Troop A, 18th Can.lry' had 

been surrounded after receiving heavy tank attack8. The 24 Platoon 

of A Ccmp&Zly at Lanzerath wbioh had reoeind no attack nre with-

drawn at about 1000 hour a em orders froa 14th Cavalry Group, ad 

deta.iled to protect the south approach to Jladerf'eld, (27) after 

Gel'llall. Infantry units had reached the outlld.rta of' tbe tom. These 

Gel"IIIIID. units had arrind at 11anderfeld em bioyoles, in platoon ad 

section ool-. ·At this point tbe 2d Platoon balted tbeir advance 

by direct fire of s• guna~, using high e:x:ploain alld wbits phoapboru 

sbella. At tbe •- time an -rgeD.Oy barrage by the 275th Armored 

Field Artillery Battalion waa la.id em the BD8lliY positions. Spotting 

for this artillery barrage was dcme by the A Canpa:a;y Exeoutin Of'f'ioer • 

The 14th Cavalry Group had been using their artillery in support of 

units further to the south. German units bypassed the 3d Platoem of' 

A CCIIIIpa:a;y at abollt 1100 hours. The 1st Platoem was then withdrawn, 

on Group order, to poai tiona on higher ground to the ... at only to be 

imnadiately hit by 8l18llo/ infantry attack8 from Berterath. Abollt 1130 

the 1st Platoon was bypassed by the Gel"IIIIID. attack. These bypassed 

- nr• latsr able to infiltrate back to the Schonberg • st. Vith 

Road, but had to lean their s• guns in position though 'they nre 

able to incapacitate them prior 1:o leaving. (28) Orders reoeind 

by A Canpany (!ormumder at this time nre that A Canpa:a;y was attached 

1:o the 32d CaTII.lry Squa.drem, by order of the 14th Cavalry Group S•3• 

Further orders from the 32d Cavalry Squs.drem 'ftre for CCIIIIpany A to 

(26) (27) (28) Stat-nt of' Capt. S.H. Nash, CO, Co A, 820th 'fD Bllo 
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wlthdr- wlth them to ADUer. Despite adequ&te liaison with the 

SZd Cavalry Squadron and CCIIIIp&ey A# 8zoth T&Dk Destroyer Bat1;alion, 

the Cavalry units bad wJ.thdrawn completely, except tor the Squadron 

Headquarters, before A Co:mpau;y COPnander was inf'ol'llled of' this action. 

(29) 

011. the 17th or December, A Compaey Eucutive Of'f'ioer acting u 

Liaison Officer at the 32d C&va.l.ry Jfeadquartera reported that detailed 

recODIIAiaaiiDOe was neceuary u ADUer had been bypaaaed by the enea,y 
' 

who were 1ICIW' fighting in Sohonberg, which lef't A Compaey and the S2d 

Cavalry beyond the &1:1.819" _linea. The 32d Cavalry made no reoOJmaiaaace 

f'cr rotrl:ea ot wlthdra.al.o A Compaey COPnand~ sent out a reconnaia-

aanoe party, who upon their return reported that certain traila to 
- -

ths wat were clear through to st. Vith, wbereupon C0111paq A pre

pared to wlthdr- to St. Vith upon ord.era f'ram 'the 32d Cavalry. 

All the 32d Cavalry bad made no reoonnainance, half' of' i'te col1111111. 

was put on the wrong reed, which proved to be practically impassable 

wJ.thcut chains. Whim the ccl1111111. halted on a high, bare hill to p'lrl; 

on chains they were attacked by German airoraf't. !brae u.s. P..61 1a 

drove otf' the Germllll1 pll:ll8s~ thereby preventing a ca~~~plew roadblook 

by the knocked o'lrl; vehicles. During the .remaiDder ot 17 December 

Ccm;~aq A was able to wlthdr- to St. Vith as ord.eredo (30) Ia the 

tirat tiro days ot the German attack, A Company .lost nine 3" guns • 

tin by eDe1lliY" action and tour destroyed to prevent their captureJ 

one section captured nth their s• gan, 10 men killed, 17 'W'OUDded 

(10 by small arms tire 1111d 7 by artillery aud mortar tire). 

B Comp&Zcy' at 0530 hour• also received hea'VJ' artillery conoen

tratione on all platoon aud cOPnand poat locations. Oae rou:wi hit 

(29) (SO) Statement ot Capt. s.H. llaah, co# eo A, 820th m Brl. 
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the camm•xtd post directly, killing three men 8Dd. d18rllpting wire lixtes 

to Battalicm B'eadquarters. 1'be o~~ r8JIIIII:IDM in their original 

locations Ulrl:il abou:t 1200 hours, l '7 December, IDd at that til~~$ they 

had four 3" gun~~ able to be f'ired. At this point orders were received 

from Battalion Headquarters for B C~~ to withdraw to St. Vith. 

The withdrawal was sucoesatully aoc~lished by following small roadll 

IDd trails to .Andler IDd then following lilliUIJ.l roads, aDd trails welt 

of tbe Schonberg - St. Vith Road, then south to St. Vith. 

C~any B lost during the. f'irst tiro days of the· aer- a.ttaok 

eight 3" gaDS, seven destroyed by en8llliY' a.otion IDd one by the oomp~ 

when they were unable to winoh this gun frOlll ite dug in position. 1'be 

lst Platoon had been captured after expe!lding all their .......,sticm tor 

both the S" guns IDd their 11111&11 arms. 1'be fa.talitiee suttered by 

B C~~ numbered 12, killed by artillery :f'ire, dx by 11111&11 arm~ f'ire, 

aDd one by :mortar fir1s. (31) 

C~~ c, with ite oammqd poet in Bleialt reported to tile 

Battalion Command Post, by messenger, in the a.ttarnoon of the 16th, 

that they were r•mning abort of all types of enmm1tion. Coalp~ C 

wa.s then resupplied by the Battalion Alllmunition Sergeaat. Aga.in a.t 

approxima.tely 1700 hours C Compaey•a messenger reported that the 

company wa.s almost completely surrounded IDd aga.in low em .......,ition. 

This was the la.st intorma.tion received ft'CIIl thea IDd it is believed 

that all ot C Company wa.s captured u no one from that company was 

reported a.tter that date. Beither the nlDber ot ca.sualtiee eusta.:l»

ed nor the et:reotiVSDeSI ot that oa~~~pany against the e'lll!l1q was lmDwn. 

From the 18th ot December to the 22d ot December, the r81111lomtl 

of the 82oth TIIDk Destroyer Battalion were located at road blooka 

(31) Statement ot Capt. J.J. Lane, Co, Co B, 820th TD BD. 
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aZid road junctiODB northeast aZid east of st. Vith. DuriDg this tour 

day period B Company lost two 3" guns &ad cr81fll,by artillery tire. 

!'he Battalion lost thirty of ita original thirty tive 3" gw111 durillg 

the period 16 - 22 December 8.lld also lost about 275 men, killed, 

wounded, 8.lld captUred. 

During the late afternoon 8.lld eveni.Dg of 22 December, the r._ 

nanta of tha Battalion 'Ql"e wi thdran to Crom.bach, a 8111all town about 

five miles southw9at of st. Vith. (32) During tha night of 22 - 23 

December they 'Wl"e turther withdrawn to the vicinity of Harre, &ad 
' 

placed in XVIII Airborne Corps reserve. Here they remained for the 

next two days, and it was here that the S-4 from the rear echelon 

el81118Jt1; made his first cimtaot in seven da.ylJ with tha Comnand Post. 

Upon uriving at the Battalion COJ!!Qnnd Post on 23 December, 
• 

radio trequenoies were assigned to the S-4 radio, an SCR 193. These 

wwe the first treqwm.eiea to be assigned since the 82oth relieved 

the 612th Tank Deatroyar Battalion. From 23 December to 25 December 

the S-4 a~ted to dr&lll' more a" guns trom First Anq OrchWlce, aa 

the Battalion had more men than guna. At Anq, on the 25th of Dec._ 

bar, the 8-4 was informed that the remnants of the Battalion 11'8re to 

be withdran to Eansux, the present reu echelon location, and be 

placed an the line of ognmnmication duty for Firat Anq, &ad while 

on this duty would be changed over to a self propelled battalion. 

.ANALYSIS .AND CRITICISll 

After studying this operation, it is the writers belief that 

~·L original disposition of the Companies was not sound ~ the three . 

Companies of the Battalion wwe extended over an eight mile tront. 

(32) Statement of Lt.Col. J. FodeV.Patrick, 82oth TD Bn., co. 
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This greatl;r reduced the capabilit;r of the Battalion to deliver 

ef'f'ecti ve artillery tire iD. mass, IZ1d of which a tc:llled tank d.estro;rer 
') 

unit was capable of deliveri.Dg-•J,} 7be greatest error of the oPeration 

is believed to be the fa.ilure on the part of the 106th DiVillion 

Signal Officer to &~~sign frequencies to the Battalion, IZ1d his . f'a.il'lll"e 

to provide them with IIZl s.o.I. This one error prevented the rear 

echelon trOill gaining contact with the COJ!M!and Post af'ter contact 

had been lost. 

Although the 82oth Tank Destroyer relieved ths 612th Tak 

Destroyer auooessf'ull;r, the writer believes it was a mistake for 

the 106th Division to ref'use permission for the Comp~ ComMder& to 

choose 11101"8 suitable gtm. poaitione for their S" guns. Especially 1.11 

all three Comp~ COJ!M!•Ilders felt that better gtm. positione were 

avd.lable IIZld also becavse they f'el't, prior to the attack, tb.at the 

ene1111 had them bl"aokated b;r artillery. 

All supplies for the Battalion -re drawn directly tr0111 Corp& 

IZ1d Arm::! bU't it is believed tb.at a unit attached to IIZlothar unit will 

experience a closer contact and better cooperation if the attached 

unit 1e permitted to drur all supplies possible trom or through the 

unit to wbioh attached, this was not done in thie operation. 

The laok of personal 'IBBpons whioh could reaoh out in a raage 

equal to the rifle of the eD8Jio/ prevented gtm criJW'B tram protecting 

themselves aga.inst ~ inf'antry small IIZ'1III fire. 

The incident in which the Bl:eoutive Officer of' the Battalion 

fired a rocket lawo'ller into the COJ!M!and Post, is believed to be due 

to laok of proper supervision by the Battalian COI"'•nder 1.11 the -

was known to be a habitual 8'Dd heavy drinker. 

In some instances guns of the 82oth 8'Dd poaiti0ll8 of units lost, 



was due to lack ot ~tion, wbile a basic load was being carried 

in the Battalion Train, wbioh na the result ot the laok ot cOIIIIIIUil

ications with the Train at a oritical time. 

!he action ta:tam by A Ccmp8ZJiY C!OJIIIllander • when ~ ott at Audler 1 

na excellent, as he made a proper recoml&issace and cOilSequently 

11'1111 able to withdrBW' without incident. In contrast is the action 

ot the 32d Cavalry Squadron in making no recODDAissance at all prior 

to moving out. 

The lack ot a road net to the rear tor supply and withdrawal wu 

ot prima importance as the only good road ran parallel to the DivisiOil 

and BattaliOil tront. 

1. Do not dispose artillery type uaita so tar apart that they" 

cannot maas their tires it neceaaary. 

2. It is ot paramount importance that radio frequencies and aa 

s.o.r. be provided tor attached units. < ~ -f) ~ 

a. Ccmpany Commanders and Platooa 14aders should be given per

mission to choose positions most suited to their lcoatioa after a 

relief is completed. 

4. Attached units should drBW' supplies trCIIIl the uait to wbioh 

attached• 

s. Gun orns ot towed guns in the trent line liiUIIt ha"'e ritles, 

not sub-machine guns or carbines. 

6. 'lro OOJ!!!!!8nder should tolerate known and habitual hoavy drinbo 

ing at any time. 

'I. Reooli:D.&iasance, especially in a tluid situat1011, liiUIIt be 

maintained. 
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a. Rear echelon units should. haTe routes ot withdrawal direot... 

ly to the rear when poadble, and not parallel to the tront liDea 

where they interfere with the combat elements. 
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